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Together with the
Living Word Christian
Church

‘Christmas Greetings
to all the
Community’

Living Wo

ChmsﬂnnChm‘ch

You are warmly invited to

Cavols in the Park

Friday 22" December, 2006
7 pm

Lions Park (by 5 mile Creek) ROMSEY
Candles & Song Books available

Free Christmas Hampers

Free Lollies & Pre-Carol entertainment
& games for the children

For further information ph. 5429 6327
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_esus Ls the reason for the season

THE ROMSEY RAG

Issue No. 244 DECEMBER 2006

2000 copies produced each month at Romsey Primary School as a service to our community
and supported by the Macedon Ranges Shire Council

THE DECEMBER EDITION OF THE ROMSEY RAG 1S PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY
- Twigs on Main and The Bay Tree -

DISCOVER ROMSEY'S FINEST.

Romsey’s most stylish destination delivers, right down to the smallest detail. “The Age™ Epicure recently listed these
two highlights as the very best reasons to visit Romsey, because both offer outstanding merchandise, delightful
finishing touches, and warm, personal service. At TWIGS ON MAIN you'll find a stunning collection of furnishings,
accessorics, lighting and homewares. Phone 5429 3800 or go to www.twigsonmain.com.au to scc morc. ..
Next door at the BAY TREE CAFE, vou can enjoy quality local produce transformed into delicious foccacias,
salads and fresh country fare. Open 9-5 Monday to Saturday, and 9-4 Sunday, or book for dinner

Thursday to Saturday on 5429 6340.

72| on main

\/ISIT 19 E? 1A /\/\AII\I STREET RO/\/\SEY

As seen in "THE AGE Epicure Magazine Tues Sept 26, 2000

The closing date for copy for the February Romsey Rag is Friday, January 19th
We cannot guarantee inclusion of copy received after this date.
Please email your copy to the Romsey Rag email address:
romseyrag@romseyps.vic.edu.au
When submitting graphics, please use a Jpeg format, as we cannot guarantee that we can open or print other formats.
Also, ensure that text is in a format that can be edited.

NEW ADVERTISING RATES COME INTO EFFECT FIRST EDITION 2007
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Editorially Speaking

Romsey Rag Editorial Committee:
Barney Healy, Robyn Moore

Layout and Design:
Robyn Moore, Anne Cappler

Printing:
Trish Gray, Robyn Moore

Advertising /Sponsorship:
Christie Brown—5429 5099 or Rom-
sey Post Office

Collation Team Co-ordinator:
Joan Sparkes—5429 5848

Contributions:

Articles should be left at the Romsey
Post Office (fax 5429 5134) or Rom-
sey Primary School (fax 5429 5765)
by 12 noon of the 21° of each month
(or last business day prior to the 21°%).

We prefer articles to be submitted
electronically or on disc. Legible typed
or handwritten items may be accept-
ed. All material submitted for publica-
tion must be named and have contact
details.

Articles can be sent via e-mail to:
romseyrag@romseyps.vic.edu.au

Please ensure that any text is sent as
word documents and logos / photos
are sent as .jpg files.

Views expressed are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee. All
contributions remain the responsibility
of the author.

Advertising:

Rates are GST inclusive.

Front page sponsorship:

$130 per half page

Business card: $25per issue

$200 per year in Business Directory
Quarter page:  $50 per issue

Half page: $100 per issue

Full page: $180 per issue

Line ads: eg- For sale, births, deaths,
marriages, engagements - $10

For invoicing please include name &
address details

Cheques must be made payable to
Romsey Primary School

Station Street, ROMSEY 3434

Distribution:
2000 copies delivered to the Romsey
community at the commencement of
each month.

Macedon
Ranges Shire
Council -
Generous
supporters of
the Romsey
Rag

———
) acedon
‘:-E! SHIRE COUNCIL

Romsey Rag Publication Deadlines 2007
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Edition Closing date for copy |Collating date
February 2007 Friday January 19th Thursday January 25th
March 2007 Friday February 16th Thursday February 22nd
April 2007 Friday March 23rd Thursday March 29th
May 2007 Friday April 20th Thursday April 25th
June 2007 Friday May 18th Thursday May 24th

July 2007 Friday June 22nd Thursday June 28th
August 2007 Friday July 20th Thursday July 26th
September 2007 | Friday August 17th Thursday August 23rd

October 2007

Friday September 21st

Thursday September 27th

November 2007

Friday October 19th

Thursday October 25th

December 2007

Friday November 23rd

Thursday November 29th

FROM THE

RAG TEAM

The editors and crew of the Romsey Rag would
like to wish all readers and the local community
a safe and happy Christmas, and prosperity in
the New Year. We would like to thank all contributors over the past year, and all
advertisers for their support of our local newsletter. We have just reached anoth-
er milestone in our publishing history—we are now printing 2000 copies per
month of the Rag!
We would also like to say a huge thank you to the willing band of volunteers for
the hard work they put into getting the Rag to you each month. New members of
our volunteer brigade are always welcome, and if you have an hour or so to
spare once a month please get in touch with the school or Collation Team Co-

ordinator Joan S

parkes on 5428 5848.

And don't forget—this is your newsletter, so if you have an article, a thought to
share, an event to publicise, a club or organisation that needs promotion or that
you would like to report on, please let us have your copy for inclusion in the Rag.

The Romsey Golf Club

Ladies Report

Since our last report other than our AGM little has hap-
pened. The officer bearers haven’t changed except for
the handicapper.

President —Hilda Caly, Secretary —Jenny Dodd,
Captain—Beryl Cole and Handicapper —Lorraine Robb
We have started playing our summer syllabus and are
hitting off at 8.30am to avoid the heat in the warmer
weather. Our Saturday morning golf is also hitting off at
8.30 during the summer. A couple of our keen ladies man-
aged to play 18 holes on Saturday 28" October. Remem-
ber the day it snowed and was freezing, well some ladies
decided home would be warmer and didn't start while oth-
ers who started soon changed their minds, do | say well
done to Kath & Elaine or call them something else. (They
say they weren’t cold)

The clinic on Sat 4™ November was well attended and
much was learnt. Thankyou to Beau for his time. Another
clinic is planned for Saturday December 2™ at 10am.
Please ring Hilda if you are interested in attending
54296538.

The ladies will be having a break from December 13" to
January 10", and if any new ladies wish to join us please
come on Wednesday mornings 8.15 at the clubrooms.

Recipe for this month
Christmas Cheese Ball

100gn Grated tasty cheese

250gm Grated Kraft cheese
2teaspoons chopped gherkin

Chopped ham

% cup mayonnaise

4 teaspoon lemon juice

4 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce

% 440-g tin crushed pineapple -drained
200gm philladelphia cream cheese —for topping

Mix all ingredients except philly cheese

Mould into ball; place on plate and cool in fridge

Soften philly cheese and mix with 1 teaspoon of hot water
Coat ball with softened philly cheese

Decorate top with a sprig of holly. (Looks like a white plum
pudding.)

Serve with dry biscuits, corn chips, celery etc.

The golf ladies wish all readers a Happy Safe Festive
Season and Good Hitting in the New Year.

Beryl Cole
54295411

New Waste Facility for Romsey/Lancefield
The Lancefield tip will open for its final day on Sunday 3™ December 2006

and the new Romsey Transfer Station will open on Tuesday 5 December

2006.

The hours for Romsey Transfer Station, at Lot 3 Johnston Court will be:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
10am-4pm
Closed
Closed
10am-4pm
10am-4pm
10am-4pm

(s
NG

For further information, please contact Matt Garner on 5427 3821.

WU LIN RETREAT proudly presents:

Traditional Karate for self defence, confidence and disci-
pline. Children and Adults beginners classes begin February
1st 2007

Tai Chi Beginners welcome. Thursday 10am and Tuesday
7.30pm. New program starting February 1st 2007

Non surgical facelift treatment (money back guarantee)
Special introductory offer $60- FREE HAND & FACE MAS-
SAGE

Christmas special offer 10% off GIFT VOUCHERS for
family or friends

Order by phone 54292122 or internet
www.wulinretreat.com

Martial and Healing

Arts Centre

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Clinic for improved vitality.
Holistic treatment of many health
related issues and chronic inju-
fries.

Wu Lin
Retreat
Lancefield

By appointment only.

For appointments call
Shou Mei on 5429 2122
www.wulinretreat.com

i

| Wiartial and Healing
Arts Centre

Breakfast With Santa Claus.

The Romsey Golf Club invites all children to breakfast ( 8.30
to 10.30am) and Christmas activities with Santa on Sunday 17
December. The morning will commence at 8.30 with Santa ar-
riving on a fire truck approximately 9am. A parent must ac-
company all children. Parents are welcome to bring their cam-
eras to take photos of your children with Santa locally.

Cost is $5.00 per child or $15 per family.

For organisational purposes please ring to book with Hilda Caly
54296538 or Jenny Dodd 54296673 by December 12™.
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BOLINDA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Bolinda students have been extremely busy this last
month!

Our focus during No-
vember has been on
“! Technology.

_ In the Prep/1/2 class
| the children have
been bringing the
world to Bolinda!
We are pen-pals with
children in a Brooklyn,
New York City school.
3 Letters have been
swapped with our pen
-pals and we have
been very fortunate
enough to receive
gifts from the class teacher. All children in my class have
a pen-pal to write to and learn more about. We are writing
back detailing how our school is vastly different to theirs.
Our “sister school”, P.S. 105 Brooklyn, is 5 storeys high
and has 1360 children at the school. A striking contrast to
Bolinda! During our Technology lesson last week, the
children went on Google Earth to locate P.S.105. What an
interesting experience for the class. Not only were the
children able to see the school building but they were
able to see concrete, concrete and more concrete! We
then completed a P.M.I. (Plus, Minus, Interesting) chart
for what we knew about our new friends. This “friendship”
will continue into next school year with letters, emails and
mascots being shared.

Our grade 2/3/4 class are working on a major technology
project involving the programme, “Kahootz”. Their pro-
ject involves linking scenes to produce a movie and the
children will showcase their talent and expertise in tech-
nology and movie making to their parents. All children
have been actively involved and are quite the movie mak-
ers!

What fun the 4/5/6 class have been having using Pow-
erPoint as a means to present the findings of their re-
search they have undertaken about early Australian set-
tlers. They are also putting together a recorded ...With a
ratio of 2 children to a computer; all children have regular

op-

portunities to en- e
hance their skills! "

Bolinda’s Blooming Lunch
programme is continuing and
all the children are active par-
ticipants taking turns in har-
vesting, preparing and eating
the food which is served to the
entire school every week. The
produce grown at the school is
complimented by our fresh
free range eggs as ingredients
for our special lunches. This
programme is promoting not

: only healthy eating choices but
also the responsibility for maintaining our garden of look-
ing after our school animals. Integrating this programme
across the curriculum is proving very successful!

We are very proud of our Grade 6 student, Nathan
Allen who was presented with an award by Joanne Dun-
can, MP at our school assembly. The award was for a
student who has a “Community Minded Spirit and has
reached their full potential in their extra curricula activi-
ties”. The award was also targeted at students who volun-
teer regularly & always give 100% in all they do. Nathan
is a well deserved recipient of this award and we are
proud to have him as one of Bolinda’s students.

We have had our Prep Orientation morning which was a
great success. The preps for next year felt very at home
and were well cared for by the children from all grades. If
you are still considering which school to send your child
or children to next year, come and speak with the staff at
Bolinda. We will be pleased to show you around and
speak with you about our school!

Julie Cooke
Acting Principal

Babies & Kids Market,

Saturday 3rd March 2007 from 9.00 am to 2.00
pm at the Ross Watt Children's Hall, Station Road,
New Gisborne. New and pre-loved clothing and
goods, crafts and children's toys, face painter,
sausage sizzle, jumping castle. Stall Holders
Wanted $30.00 per stall. Contact Lainie Nitz 5428
1998 or Julie Gentles 5428 1687. Stalls selling
fast.
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From Cr Henry Bleeck

Have a great season by keeping burglars at bay

Christmas and the holiday season is meant to be a time of fun and enjoyment, but
opportunistic criminals can put a real dampener on the joy. The violation of a home burglary
can knock the stuffing out of you, and that's why | thoroughly endorse the role of our local
police and the Crime Stoppers program in putting the finger on crime.

Crime Stoppers engages the community in working together on home security, and we all
need to be the community’s collective eyes and ears. Information usefully shared with
Crime Stoppers could include details of time and place of someone offering to sell
household goods cheaply, at places which might include pubs. Information lodged with
Crime Stoppers might well lead to arrests and charges. 1800 333 000 is the number to call,
without needing to give your name.

There are plenty of easy tips which might prevent home burglary while you're away.
e Check that all house locks and windows are activated and lock the garden shed.

Cancel mail and newspaper deliveries.

Ask a neighbour to clear your letterbox of junk mail.

Place rubbish bins out of sight.

A trusted neighbour, given a key, may alter curtain and blind positions daily.

Invite the neighbour to park in your driveway.

Ask the neighbour to water pot plants. Dying plants are a sign of absence.

NEVER hide a key on a verandah or porch.

Crime Stoppers in Victoria takes almost 30,000 calls annually, passing information about many crime themes ranging
from theft from country properties to production of illegal drugs. Over 720 arrests have followed calls to Crime Stoppers
in Victoria so far in 2006. Well over 3000 charges have been laid, and millions of dollars worth of stolen property has
been recovered.

We can all work together by following the Crime Stoppers method of putting the finger on crime, and ring 1800 333 000.

Transfer station opens

The long-awaited Romsey Transfer Station’s official opening is 2pm on Monday, December 4. The Lancefield tip closes
its gates for the last time on the same day. The opening of the new transfer station and materials recycling facility in
Portingales Lane will in no way impact on the regular weekly rubbish collections. Residents should take their hard rub-
bish and tree clippings, etc to the new station.

And have a happy Christmas!
Christmas and the New Year are fast looming, and this is my last opportunity before the holiday break to get a message
out to the residents of Romsey and the region.

The Romsey Rag must be thanked for providing me with the space for a regular message to the community.

With the current drought, water conservation and the environment are key issues. And whether you stay at home or go
away, remember that the weather conditions have made for a potentially severe bushfire season. The bush and the
countryside are tinder-dry, and water shortages won't help. Think about a fire plan now.

Have a happy and prosperous Christmas and New Year, come back safe and refreshed, and we can look to addressing
the issues that matter to the residents of Romsey and surrounding areas.

Henry Bleeck.
Your Local Macedon Ranges Shire Councillor.
5422 7027

“ATTENTION CITY COMMUTERS”

The Lancefield Romsey Commuter Bus offers a Mon-Fri return service direct to the CBD at the cheapest rate available
in the shire. Currently $40.00 per week for permanent travelers.

Departs Lancefield General Store 6.35am, 3 pick up points in Romsey, arrives CBD 7.40am .....
Departs Cnr William & Latrobe Sts 5.20pm,

arrives back in Romsey & Lancefield 6.30pm

Seats currently available. For more details ring Muir on 0354 255505
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Romsey Primary School News

Enrolments for 2007
You should enrol your child for 2007 now. Please bring the enrolment forms, proof of age and

record of immunisation.

=
[TOGETEER WE LEAR™ AND GROS|

ROMSEY TENNIS CLUB INC.
POBOX 288 ROMSEY 3434

President: Bev Beaumont 5429 6189
Secretary: Kaye McNamara 5429 5622
Treasurer: Louise Conlan 5429 6595

Just 12 months ago.............
In the Romsey Rag this time last year, we were writ-

“Light up our courts”
“We are very keen as a club to pursue all possible funding
avenues to be able to install lights to 3 courts at the
same time as the re-surfacing project. This would be a
fantastic achievement for the Romsey Community.”
It has become a reality!
We would like to acknowledge and gratefully thank, the
following people and businesses that have made this light-
ing project a reality.

e P.and V. Electrical
Phil Newell
Newnham Earthmoving
Doug and Cameron Newnham
Benny Dyer
Brett Lockens
Andy Mustey - Mustey Engineering

Now that we have lights...........
Monday Night Social Tennis
We are meeting at the courts from 7.30pm on Mondays,
with a cost of $5 per person which includes balls and
lights. If you are looking for a casual and social hit of ten-
nis, after a hard day’s work, then come along for a set or
more. No commitment is needed — just bring along a rac-
quet.

Thursday Night “Macedon Ranges Tennis Associa-
tion” Competition.

We are very excited to be able to have a tennis venue
with lights over the eastern side of the district. In the past,
members have had to travel to Macedon, Gisborne, South
Gisborne or more recently New Gisborne to be part of a
team. We are now looking for interested people to form
teams playing out of the Romsey Tennis Club (but still
with away matches). At present there are 2 sections, but
hopefully 3 next season. 4 players are in a team, it is hon-
gender specific, and each person plays 3 sets of doubles
each Thursday night starting at 7.30pm. The season starts
in February, but teams need to be entered by 16" Decem-
ber. Players need to be a registered member of a tennis
club. Please call Kaye or Bev if you are interested in play-

ing.

The Hiring of the Courts — both day and night - is now
available to both members of the club and the com-
munity.
Costs:- Free day use by members

$10 per hour per court for day use by non-
members

$10 per hour per court for night hire for members

$20 per hour per court for night hire for non-
members

Please contact Bev on 5429 6189 or Kaye on 5429 5622,
for court hiring or membership enquiries.

Social Tennis —“Hit and Giggle”

Social tennis is growing in numbers at the Romsey courts
on Thursday mornings from 10.30 am. Come along for an
informal hit, some exercise and fresh air. Just bring a rac-
quet, suitable footwear and a sense of humour!!! Please
ring Eileen French to express interest or for more infor-
mation on 5429 3391.

Friday night junior team practice hit.

We are re-starting our Friday night junior practice hits at
the courts from 4.30pm. An informal gathering of kids and
families, for a hit and social gathering. So come along.

Tennis coach

Andrew Peake, our professional club coach, can provide
coaching from 5 years of age and for all ability levels, in-
cluding social hitters and competition players. With the
addition of lights, coaching times will be extended.
Contact Andrew on 0412 225 792, or by email at
peaketennis@hotmail.com

Fundraising continues.....

We now have to focus on beautification of the surrounds
of the courts, providing sun shade and seating areas, and
eventually fence replacement. So our fund-raising contin-
ues and we look forward to your support.

Look out for Raffle Tickets currently on sale, the prize be-
ing:-

“A dinner for Two” at Soltan Pepper

This local restaurant is a very popular venue for wonderful
meals. We thank Soltan Pepper for their support. The raf-
fle will be drawn on 9" December.

Club Contacts

Club coach — Andrew Peake 0412 225 792

Social Tennis — Thursday Morning at 10.30am — Eileen
French 5429 3391

Mid-week Ladies — Bev Beaumont — 5429 6189

Senior Saturday Tennis(Open) - Darlene - 5429 5186
Junior Saturday Tennis - Mandy Green — 5429 5191

S
//."X
'. We wish families and friends a very
Happy Christmas.

DOG CLIPPING &
GROOMING

ALL BREEDS —
REASONABLE RATES

PICK UP AND DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

Pauline: 5429 6918
Mob. 0419 513 201
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Romsey Youth Group

Berm 4 evenbs.

Decemwber 15" Annual Jelly Wrestle $ 5.00
e Every other Friday night ‘Hang Time’ at the RYG Room 7 Mitchell Crt. Romsey. Cost $2.00

Pho are we?

We are a group of young people who just love having a great time. RYG exists to impact the lives of guys and girls
from Yr 7 to 12. We are a place to hang-out on a Friday night. As well as having awesome fun we look at the issues
confronting our young people today. We ran events such as the Skate Comps, Commonwealth Games Day, Shaun
Hart Youth Rally and 3 on 3 Basketball Comp. Don’t miss out!!! Come along to our action packed RYG!!!

Call Jess John for details and permission slips, or pick up permission slips from... ... Finger Lick’n Charcoal Chicken.

Living Word Christian Church

Jess John Ph. 5429 3349 Mob. 0409 645 779

NERRAD

BUILDING SERVICES
Experienced builder
specialising in:
Renovations
Heritage Building
Specialist carpentry work
All General Maintenance

¢Joina
Life croun @

Prompt & reliable service

Call for a no obligation
estimate...

5429 6119 or
0438 756 231

REGISTERED
BUILDING PRACTITIONER

6anf

‘Q . ﬂ,/m}éw% A

“Beanie kids for Christmas,

o —

ROMSE

Great gift idea!”

£i0°

(.

TOYS

PAPERS
MAGAZINES

DRYCLEANING
PHOTOS

FULL RANGE OF CHRISTMAS
GIFTS, WRAPS AND CARDS

&)
-mmsmﬁﬁﬁy
CARDS
STATIONERY
PHONE CARDS
PAY YOUR RATES

& KN 2006-F232

Main St Romsey * Phone 5429 5361

Fun, Friendly & Supportive Groups
Discussing real life issues — according to the Bible

NEW ADVERTSING RATES
FOR ROMSEY RAG—

s 3 EFFECTIVE FROM FIRST
held fortnightly in EDITION 2007
Romsey, Lanceﬁeld & Woodend Due to increased circulation and therefore in-
creased production costs, the cost of advertis-
Phone 5429 6327 ing in the Rag has had to be adjusted accord-

ingly. This is the first rise for over 3 years, and
the new prices still represent good value for
money.
Front page—$130 per issue (1/2 page)
Full page—$200 per issue
1/2 page—$100 per issue
1/4 page—$50 per issue
10:00am Woodend Community Centre Business card— $25 per issue
(1st Sunday of each month) Business card—trade directory for 12 months—

6:00pm @ Woodend Community Centre, $200 _
High St. Woodend - Every Sunday evening (No evening service 1st Sunday of the month) Line ad—$10 per issue

Men’s, Women’s, Youth & Children’s groups

to join & for group details

Living Word Christian Church — Sunday Service Times:
10:00am @ 7 Mitchell Court Romsey
&

Brad Skinner Plumbing

General Plumbing and Maintenance
Specializing in storm water and sewer blockages
*Small jobs catered for
*Competitive rates
Discount for pensioners and senior citizens
24 hours / 7 days a week
Phone for prompt service
0409 440 803 Or 0411 202 927

JACKSON’S TOWING SERVICE
0427 516 071

BREAK DOWN AND TRADE TOWING

FREE CAR REMOVALS
FREE REMOVAL OF OLD OR INCOMPLETE
CAR BODIES AND GENERAL SCRAP METAL

BRAD JACKSON
16 Dundas Street,
Lancefield VIC. 3435

ABN 24 530 765 922
Fully Insured

DJ's Home Handyman

v Antennas Kitchen Renovations
Pafr?hng Fencing
Tiling Roof Leaks
Carpeniry

Call Darrin on
5429 6245 or 0422 112 353

'‘We stand by our Erections'

MEETS SECOND MONDAY
LANCEFIELD HALL 8 pm

ALL WELCOME

Contact:
John 5429 2011
David 5429 5880

DEEP CREEK LANDCARE
Covering Lancefield-Romsey Districts
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ROMSEY GOLF CLUB INC.

Golf/Bowls Clubhouse
(Competition Times only)
Secretary, Kevin Dunn Ph. 54296761
President, Robert Preece Ph. 97444585
Membership Fees: Adults  $230
Juniors  $ 35
Competitions held on Saturdays at 12.30pm.
The course is available for social groups with club-
house facilities and bar by bookings only.

Ph: 54295385

Results
29 Oct Monthly Medal

B McLennan (11) Net 69
4 Nov Stableford

M Clement (28) 41 pts
7 Nov Stableford

M Nicholls (22) 40 pts
11 Nov Stroke

James Menzies (29) Net 63

Friday Twilight Golf - 9 holes

Juniors $2, Adults $5, sausage sizzle after golf includ-

ed. So far we have had a great turn out, great to see
some new faces in the club. It's all a bit of fun, so
please feel free to join us.

Congratulations to Chris Gaunt on being given the
opportunity to qualify at the Australian Open. Unfor-
tunately he missed the cut by one stroke. Now he is
off to Tour School, so we all wish him the best in his
golfing endeavours.

The golf trip to Tocumwal and Barooga was enjoyed
by all. Conditions were great and courses were in top
condition. Thanks to Jarz for organizing the trip.

The Club would like to take this opportunity to wish its
members and the community a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Calling all instrumentalists!

Christmas Carols Community Orchestra -
Conducted by William Howard,
director of Macedon Ranges Creative Arts.

This is a unique opportunity for everyone who wants to be part of the com-
munity orchestra, playing at the Lancefield Christmas Carnival on Saturday
16 ™ December.

All participants will need to be able to read music and bring their own mu-
sic stands to rehearsals and the performance! (Chairs will be provided!)
Music will be given to you upon registration, so that you can practice be-
fore the 2 combined orchestra/choir rehearsals prior to the performance at
the Lancefield Christmas Carnival "Carols by Torchlight".

12" Dec. | 7pm — Holy Cross Combined Lancefield Xmas
10pm Primary Orchestra & Carnival
School Choir Rehearsal
New Gis-
borne
Saturday | 16" Dec. | 10am — 1pm | Lancefield Combined Lancefield Xmas
Primary Orchestra & Carnival
School Choir Rehearsal
Lancefield
Saturday 16™ Dec. 7pm — late Lance- Meeting place Lancefield Xmas
field High TBA. Carnival Carols
Street Performance

For further enquiries and information, or to register for the orchestra,

please contact Josie Waldron
5429 2449

0448 292 002
josiewaldron@gmail.

SN

For the Horse Racing & Alpaca Industries

THOROUGHBREDS:

Bridles — Rubber Grip Reins (Loop or Buckle ends) — Martin-

gales — Rings and Cavesons.
TROTTERS & PACERS:

Bridles — Headchecks- Broadloop (Flat) Hopples — Sprint
(Round) Hopples — Driving Reins — Martingales — Spreaders —

Connecting Straps — Carry Straps.
ALPACAS:

Halters & Leads — Designed with the lead clip positioned so
there is no pressure on the soft tissue across the Alpacas nose.

REPAIRS:
To rugs and broken or damaged gear.

BRIDLES REINS HOPPLES 2

A Before & After School Care

FRIENDLY

the
children

Kidzone Before & After School Care Program
Government Approved & CCB Available

WorLy free Childcare by Experienced & Caring Staff

Large colour range available »  Nutritious Breakfast & Afternoon Snack Supplied

in all products.

All products made at
TROT PACE PTY LTD
16 Somerville Lane, Riddells Creek 3431
Phone: 5428 6421 or Mobile: 0403 509 032

« Indoor & Outdoor Activities
«  Sports Introduced & Sponsored by the Sport Commission of Australia

When: 5Days aWeek 6:30am — 9:00am
3:30pm — 6:30pm
Where: 7 Mitchell Court Romsey
(Access through gate at rear of Primary School)

For further information & Registration Forms
Contact Program Coordinator: Elsie Parkinson Ph, (03) 5429 6327 Mob. 0422 860 486

Whole School Camps at Hesket

Hello, our names are Faye and Beth and we are in Gr 6. This month we are
writing about our whole school camps. Every year, in December, the whole
school goes on camp. Faye has been here since Prep so she has gone on
all the camps. We go to four different places for our school camps. Over
the years the camps have changed but they still fit in with the school’'s camp
themes. The whole school camp themes are

*Water *Big City *Historical *Outdoor Education.

In Prep 2000  We went to Philip Island. (Our first time here)

Faye This was my first camp and my family was a little worried , they
thought | might get lost but when | was there it was great. My best memory
at Philip Island was seeing the penguins

In Gr 1 2001We went to Melbourne — The Urban Camp near the zoo
Faye:The best thing at the Melbourne camp was seeing all around the big
city and having fun with my friends. The trams were fun the big kids and the
teachers really made sure were we were always OK.

In Gr 2 2002 We went to Sovereign Hill.

Beth:This was my first whole school camp and | was a little bit worried be-
cause | was going away from home and | didn't know much about the
camps but by the end of the camp | wanted to stay longer. | really loved my
first camp, “Red Faces” it was a really funny night

Faye: | enjoyed this camp because all the historical things like gold panning
and having lots of fun with Beth and my friends. The best thing was | felt
like an older child because it was Beth’s first camp and | had to look after
her

In Gr 3 2003 We went to Roses Gap in the Grampians (This was our
first camp here)

Beth: | enjoyed this camp because | love the outdoors. | remember the
cabin inspections and my cabin won, the flying fox and swimming was fun,
the night hike was fun as well

Faye: Roses Gap was a great camp playing in the outdoors was great be-
cause of all the great activities but my best was swimming in the shallow
lake

In Gr 4 2004 We went back to Phillip gussmes
Island Ll W
Beth: This camp was enjoyable, the ac- /
tivities were heaps of fun too. The things §
| remember were the whirly gig, the pool
and the sandcastle competition and Faye
and | won. The food was delicious and |
seeing the penguins was amazing.

Faye: This camp | loved because of the
Whirly Gig, it was so fun, when Beth and
| got off it our hair stuck up because you
went upside down. At Phillip Island we
had the sand castle competition and
Beth and | won, it was so much fun!

In Gr 5 2005 We went to the Urban Camp again

Beth: | liked this camp because the city was great to go to. | liked our night
walk around Southbank to see the Christmas Light Show, | also liked going
on the ferry to Science Works.

Faye: This camp was so fun because we did a lot of cool stuff like going on
a ferry to the Science Works and going to the Melbourne Aquatic Centre but
most of all | loved seeing the Christmas Light Show in the foyer of the
Crown Casino.

In Gr 6 2006 We will be going back to Sovereign Hill

Beth: This year | am hoping for a great camp because it's my last. We are
going to the school and getting dressed up in 1850s clothes and doing olden
lessons there so that should be good.

Faye: This one, | hope, will be my best camp because it is my last one and |
am looking forward to going to the olden days school and seeing the sound
and light show. | remember the great cabins

Sandcastle competition in 2004

YOGA

CAITTANYA

WEEKEND YOGA

AT WU LIN RETREAT

Commence the busy Christras month with an uplifting and
caming weekend of yoga

The package includes:
Hatha yoga classes, guided medifation, discourses pertaining to
yoga philosophy, occommadation, and yummy meals.

‘When
10.00am 2 Dec to
2,00pm 3 Dec 2006

ROMSEY LICENSED
POST OFFICE

OFFERS THE
FOLLOWING
SERVICES:

. BILL PAYING

. FAX SERVICE

. PHOTOCOPYING

. LAMINATING

. OPTUS PRE-PAID
PHONE CARDS

. TELSTRA
PHONEAWAY

. TELSTRAPRE-PAID
PHONE CARDS

. PASSPORT
APPLICATIONS

. OFFICE STATIOERY

. CITILINK DAY
PASSESS

. COMPUTER DISKS

. COMMONWEALTH,
NATIONAL &
GIROPOST
BANKING

() POST
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Romsey Kindergarten Inc. 7 ;

PO, Box 84 [ A= 1
ROMSEY, VIC., 3434 s \\:'v : \
Phome: Unit 1 (03] 5429 5294 AN AN
Tnit 2 (03) 5429 6076 P Y )
— =

The ongoing function of many community groups is dependent
on volunteers both at committee level and more generally. The
Romsey Kindergarten is no exception to this dependency. In
fact, the business of Romsey Kindergarten Inc. is totally in the
hands of the volunteer parent committee (overseen by the
bookkeeper, of course!). At the recent Orientation Day (see re-
port below), | addressed next year’s parents on the subject of
the committee — what it does, how they can help etc. Every year,
there is a natural turnover of committee members, which of
course needs to be addressed. When considering how | would
tackle my “spruiking”, | wondered whether to risk putting off vol-
unteers by giving a realistic perspective or perpetuate the cake
stall and sausage sizzle myth, which would guarantee plenty of
hands up for committee duty. As | reflected on the workload,
challenges and subsequent achievements of this year’'s commit-
tee, | decided to take the “honest” (and perhaps risky) approach.
Administering an educational facility is hard work with much re-
sponsibility taken on by people who already are busy in their
lives. However, the personal rewards (friendships, personal de-
velopment, sense of purpose) and ongoing development of the
kindergarten are really worth the effort. Let's hope my recruiting
honesty was the best policy!

Special Relationships No. 1 — Our Bookkeeper

Recently, our bookkeeper of many years, Viki Spedding, an-
nounced her intention to retire from her position at the end of
this year. Viki has been a loyal servant to the kindergarten com-
munity and has been the glue that binds all the stakeholders
(teaching staff, parents, children, committee members, the
cleaner etc) together. Her job has at times included unpleasant
tasks, but she has always tackled it with professionalism. She
has been an example to us all and hers will be very large shoes
to fill. We are eternally grateful for Viki's service over the years
and wish her all the very best for the future.

Another Historic Departure

Another big chunk of history for the kindergarten, in the form of
Chris Farrell, has also announced her intention to resign at the
end of this year. Chris has been an assistant to Jane Whelan for
many, many years! She has seen countless “little people”
through the kinder doors and seen some of them bring their own
children back! We wish Chris much happiness in her retirement
and thank her for such long service to the kindergarten

Orientation Day

On Thursday 16" November, the children in both 3 year old and
4 year old classes met their classmates and teachers for 2007.
This was a hectic day for all concerned — teachers, parents,
committee and, of course the children. The teachers worked
hard to ensure the day was a success, speaking one-on-one
with the parents in attendance and ensuring the children were
comfortable in their new environment. This was the day when
the enrolment officer (Amanda Burley) and her assistant (Anna
Quigley) could finally reflect on the fruits of their intensive la-
bours - many thanks to them for their hard work in this critically
important job.

The Future Of Early Childhood Education

On behalf of the Romsey Kindergarten, | recently attended a
forum in Melbourne conducted by Kindergarten Parents Victoria
(KPV), which explored the issues associated with the manage-
ment/administration of early childhood education facilities. Key-
note speakers included Cathy Walker (Early Childhood Educa-
tion consultant) and Marie Hammer (Early Childhood Australia).
The debate as to whether kindergartens should be under De-
partment of Human Services or Department of Education control
was raised. It was a great opportunity also to meet others in-

KINDER CORNER
ROMSEY KINDERGARTEN NEWS

volved with kindergarten committees and “trade information”.

Christmas Dinner

On Friday 17" November, members of the kindergarten commu-
nity attended the Glen Erin Retreat for a sumptuous end-of-year
dinner. After recent busy times, it was a much-anticipated event
- it did not disappoint. Many thanks to Glen Erin for looking after
us so well.

Special Relationships No. 2

Recently, one Friday afternoon, in the midst of bookkeeper inter-
views, a flat battery and a flat tyre, kindergarten committee
members realised a massive urgent printing job (7000 pages of
policy handbooks!) would probably send our copying machine
into meltdown. The Romsey Primary School came to the rescue.
Special thanks are extended to Barney Healy, Christy Brown
and Robyn Moore for being so accommodating at short notice.
The School and Kindergarten have a special relationship for
which the Kindergarten is forever grateful.

Sausage Sizzle On Election Day

On Saturday 25" November, the Kindergarten will be providing a
sausage sizzle outside the Romsey Primary School Polling
Booth. Sausages will be served between 8am (yummy break-
fastl) and 3pm (late lunch!). All funds are, of course in aid of the
Kindergarten. We are currently raising money for café blinds to
enclose the playground porch areas in winter months for extra
play space.

The Cookbooks Have Arrived!!

The second print run of the incredibly popular Kinder Cookbooks
has arrived. They are available for sale at the kindergarten,
Romsey Primary School or by contacting Joanne Warren (54
295368).

Jenny Stillman
Committee of Management
(Ph. 0412-349849)
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ROMSEY FOUNTAIN

Mike Garnett reports:

The Romsey Fountain has become a symbol to the town in the short time since it was established
in November 2001. However it is sad (but understandable) that we have had to turn it off due to
the current water restrictions. Realistically, it may be months or even years before it returns to
normal. Residents are asked to report to police any acts of vandalism that occur to the fountain
during this period of inactivity.

RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS NOW!

You will have no doubt noticed the mannequins dressed in C.F.A. turnout gear
in local businesses. They are ‘on duty’ in the shops to remind our local resi-
dents that we are in need of real people to fill those uniforms.

We especially need people who are available to respond during the day to
become a volunteer fire fighter. If you don’t wish to commit to being an active
firefighting member of the Brigade we also have other roles available. You
will be provided with all the necessary training and as you further enhance your skills on the job, you can expect to be
supervised at any turnouts by an experienced mentor, such as Noel or Ralph:

Romsey Fire

:-:.: Brigade
Proudly serving
CFA our Community

since 1884

Noel Smithwick

Noel's family moved into the area shortly after the 1983 Ash Wednesday Fires.

"Having moved into the country | believed | had a responsibility to help in safeguarding the town

from any repeats of 1983. Little did | know that apart from fighting fires in the local area that | would

end up in NSW, twice, and in the North East." :

"When you go away, say to NSW and to the North East, everyone treats you like heroes, thisisa ’ 2\

very humbling experience, in our own minds we are just doing a job. When you sit back a think

about what we did it was a very satisfying experience, something that will last you forever." ]
{

El. ¥ i

Ralph Hermann o)

Ralph is the 1% Lieutenant in the Romsey Brigade and a Deputy Group Officer with the Romsey
Group.

"l joined because having moved into the area | thought | had a responsibility to be part of the town and
one of the best ways to achieve that was to join the brigade."

A "Not all firefighting is done from the back of a truck. I've had the opportunity to be involved in Incident
Management Teams working on Logistics, basically ensuring firefighters are fed, have a place to
sleep and transport home after their shift. This is almost as physically exhausting as actual firefighting,
but just a satisfying".

Forward planning for the future needs of the Brigade is under way in training and mentoring

younger members, such as: EMEPGENCY

Richard Brooks Tig

Richard joined the Brigade in March 2005 as a junior. Richard's father Peter Brooks has been a 5

member for more than 20 years, his mother, Jade was also a member of the auxiliary for many \

years.

"l joined because Dad is a member of the brigade and mum was a member of the auxiliary so ' , v

I've been around the brigade for a number of years before | could officially join." fi ;
[\l

We also need to recruit additional younger firefighters to ensure the Brigades’ continued ’ i\[ ——all#

development.

Interested in learning more about this dynamic organization? Telephone CFA
recruiting on 1800 232 636, or  speak to one of our Recruitment Officers at
one our display sessions in the shopping center. Alternatively just come down
to the Fire Station, Stawell Street, Romsey, from 9.00 am on any Sunday,

- meet some of the other members and have a look around. You can also

. ‘phone the Station on 54 296054, but remember it is not manned all the time.

Remember, it is a VOLUNTEER Brigade that your Community is reliant
upon for protection. We rely on people like YOU in order for that service
to continue.
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Romsey Community House Inc.
A Learning and Activity Centre

HOUSE NEWS P.0.Box 418

Romsey, Vic 3434

The committee of the Romsey Community House Inc. would like to extend warmest greetings for the coming festive
season. We look forward to seeing many more members of the community getting involved with programs and activities
conducted by the house in 2007, while plans for our permanent “home” in the Romsey Hub development continue to
evolve and crystalise. It will be a very exciting time indeed when we move in, hopefully some time in 2008. We would
like to acknowledge once again the support we have enjoyed from the Macedon Ranges Shire Council, the Romsey
CFA and Romsey Primary School. We also express our appreciation of the support and encouragement we have en-
joyed from the other neighbourhood houses in our district.

Don't forget that the Community House is here to meet your needs—so please come forward with your suggestions for
future programs and activities. We are always on the lookout for anyone with a skill or interest to share to be program
facilitators, and we know that you are out there, so please get in touch!

Our program for 2007 is still in the planning stages, but we know that we will be running yoga, the writer's group and our
regular drop-in craft mornings next year. We are also looking in to some gardening sessions, some fire safety sessions
(subject to availability of experts at this dangerous time of the year), plus one or two other ideas we are considering.
Watch out for full details in the February edition of the Romsey Rag, and for the combined program brochure put out by
all the Neighbourhood Houses in the area.

For information please contact Robyn Moore on 5429 5099 (BH) or 0412 275 152 (AH).

If you have any suggestions for activities or programmes please contact the above numbers or write to us at P.O. Box

Australia Day
Award

418, Romsey.
8 M M,mm.,m

f | Romsey Veterinary Surgery
Macedon Ranges Shire Council together with the Living Word Christian

Church are sponsoring an Australian Day Celebration, Veterinary Surgeons,
Recognition award for Community Group &\\//(ztte;rl ir;gr};/ Iz:hoynsslﬁll?gr? ts

FFun & Games for the family

Friday 26th January 2007
at the Veterinary Consulting Hours

Monday to Sunday 9-10.30 A.M.
Romsey Skate Park Monday to Friday 4-6P.M.
Main Rd Romsey

03 - 5429-5711

Members of the community
are welcome to nominate a
Community Group
for services to the Community.

Please phone to make an appointment for a
consultation.

Emergencies will be seen at any time

Office Hours

Nominations are now being accepted
Monday,Wednesday& Friday 8.30 AM -8 PM

Tuesday & Thursday 9AM - 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday 9 AM - 12.30 PM

Please forward nominations to:
Australia Day Community Group Award
P.O. Box 164 Romsey 3434
80 Main Street, Romsey, 3434.
Fax 03 5429 6259

For further information
Ph. (03) 5429 6327
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Pl __.' Nee Anglican Parish ';- Rev Leroy COOte
| Ly IS, Fiv_ w  Vicar
_——al = “= @ Christ Church Lancefield with

St Paul’'s Romsey.
Ph. No. 5429-1680.

VIEW FROM THE VICARAGE.
In the last week, we have had weather conditions that have been consistent with a Northern Hemisphere Christmas than
an Australian Christmas. But what is Christmas really about? Yes Christmas is a celebration as displayed by the many
decorations we see around the shops we buy our presents at this year. But what sort of celebration is it? Well, I'm here to
tell you that it is a birthday party. We decorate our houses and places of work like there is a party about to happen. But
this leads me to another question — whose birthday is it? It is Jesus’ birthday that we celebrate each Christmas. It is be-
cause God gave us the present of his Son to the world that we can celebrate Christmas each year.

Jesus Christ Born in the manger is the reason that Christmas is a birthday party. However, when we go to a birthday par-
ty, we usually take a present. The question to be asked this Christmas is what are we going to give Jesus this Christmas
for his birthday? The answer to that comes in the Bible when it says, “he came to give life so that we can have life” mean-
ing the best present we can give to Jesus is our lives in service to him. If that was done we can then truly celebrate
Christmas in the manner it was intended.

May you have a Christmas filled with God’s blessing and a 2007 filled with things from heaven.

That's the Christmas window view from the vicarage.
Yours in Christ

Rev. Leroy Coote

Vicar

Christ Church Lancefield with St. Paul's Romsey

Ph. No 5429-1680

P.S; Please see below your invitation to our Christmas Celebration in the Anglican Church.

December 17" — A Service of Lessons and Carols
- 9.00am at Romsey
- 10:30am at Lancefield
December 24™ — Normal morning services.
- 9.00am at Romsey
- 10:30am at Lancefield
- 6.00pm at Lancefield — Jesus’ Birthday Party
preceded by a low cost sausage sizzle at 5pm.
- 11:30pm — Candlelight Service at Romsey.

December 25™ —9.00am — Family Christmas Service at Lancefield.
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CHESS

Property Consultants

—

cpc

Elizabeth Dormontt
Director
Licensed Real Estate Agent

Janet Bottams
Office Manager

Mike DeJong
Sales Consultant

Karen Sawyer
Assistant Property

Debra Turner
Reception

Marion Keane
Home Finder

Fabian Phillips
Sales Consultant

Specialising in Sales and Property Management in Rom-
SEY,
Lancefield and Surrounding Areas.
Professional and Friendly Service .
Free no-obligation appraisal of your Property!

CHESS PROPERTY
102 Main Street, Romsey
Phone: (03) 5429 5544  Fax (03) 5429 6699

98 Main Street
Corner Palmer Street
Romsey 3434.

Bungawitta Playgroup
Join us!

For children newborn to 5 years
Monday 2.00-4.00
Tuesday 9.30-12.00
Tuesday 2.00-4.00
Wednesday 10.00-12.00
Thursday 9.30-12.00
Friday 10.00-12.00

Corner Main Street and Palmer Street Romsey
Children have fun playing with our fantastic equipment, doing
craft, singing, dancing and a whole lot morel!

For more details contact
Joanne 54295368
Adrienne 5429 3351
Anna 5429 6171

From Macedon Ranges Library

Festive greetings to all

If you are wondering what to get your husband,
wife, child, in-laws, or dog for Christmas this year
here a few GREAT suggestions to stuff their
stockings with! Best wishes for the festive season
and don't forget that ALL libraries are open as
normal, except for the Public Holidays, so toddle
on in and get some fantastic reading material for

1 the break. Until 2007, Enjoy!

Cheers, Pauline R.

ADULT FICTION

The Harsh Cry of the Heron (continues the Otori
trilogy) - Lian Hearn

Depths - Henning Mankell

Gentlemen & players - Joanne Harris

Bachelor Brothers' Bed & Breakfast - Bill Richard-
son

Heart Cancer - Bill Leak

Fat, fifty and f***ed - Geoffrey McGeachin

NON-FICTION & BIOGRAPHIES

Absolutely faking it - Tiana Templeton

The Life & times of the Thunderbolt Kid - Bill
Bryson

The Secret world of Wombats - Jackie French &
Bruce Whatley

Affluenza - Clive Hamilton & Richard Denniss
Why Dick Fosbury flopped - Damien Farrow &
Justin Kemp Castles in the Air - Judy Corbett

CHILDREN & TEENS

Bobbie Dazzler - Margaret Wild & Janine Dawson
On the Jellicoe Road - Melina Marchetta
Lonesome Howl - Steven Herrick

Daddy’s having a horse - Lisa Shanahan & Emma
Quay Tamar - Mal Peet

Dimity Dumpty - Bob Graham

e A e e e e e e e e A e e A e e ke e e ek
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Romseg ‘!'og
Librerg Inc.

Opew Satuuday mornings, 10an-~11.30any
St Mawry's Hally, Main Street, Rowsey
(behind 5t Mary’s Catholic Churchy) ﬁ

Come see us for:
LEAP PADS CD-ROM PC GAMES

BIKES PUZZLES
TRAIN SETS KIDS VIDEOS
CRICKET SETS TONKA TRUCKS

RIDE-ONS SCOOTERS
DOLLS HOUSE & MOCH MORE

G’ Wide range of toys available for borrnwmg
Suitable from birth to 12 years
Family memberships From $25 per year
Save money - don't buy toys, borrow them!
4 New members always welcome
Drop in and see us or phone
Amanda Burley on 5429 6936
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Supply Minister Marion Latham Mobile: 0408 380 962

Noel Shaw - 5429 5509
Jeni Clampit - 5429 5480

Church Council Chairperson:
Secretary:

Romsey Uniting Church  pohiman street, Romsey. 3434

Marion is available for Pastoral Care on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

[
HURCH W »

You are most welcome to come to the Romsey Uniting Church Services and share in fellowship and worship....

News from the Romsey Uniting Church:

On Wednesday 25" October, the Romsey Uniting Church
held a “Day of Prayer” in the church. There were a num-
ber of our church members involved and we prayed and
spoke about the water crisis, our church and our call for a
Minister, also the linking of the four churches — Lancefield
and Romsey, and Riddells Creek & Mt. Macedon. We
also prayed for the Romsey community and the world situ-
ation.

During November we had the church open on each Thurs-
day in the month between 1 — 3pm. Anyone was wel-
come to come and have a chat & a cuppa or just sit quiet-
ly in the church. We have found that this has been a very
rewarding time and we will open the church again early in
the New Year.

Romsey and Lancefield Uniting Churches will have com-
bined services from 10" December, 2006, to the end of
January, 2007, as printed below. Jeni Clampit

Services and activities during
December 2006 & January 2007.

3rd 9am. Sunday school service — Christmas Pageant
Service conducted by Sunday School & Worship Team
10™  9.30am Combined Service at Romsey
Service conducted by Marion Latham
17"™ 9.30am Combined Service at Lancefield
Service conducted by the Worship Team
24"™ 9.30am Combined Service at Romsey
Service conducted by Marion Latham.
11pm. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at
Romsey conducted by Marion Latham
25" 9.30am. Christmas Day Service at Lancefield
Service conducted by Marion Latham.
31 9.30am. Combined family service at Lancefield
Service conducted by Marion Latham
Jan uary 2007
7" 9.30am. Combined family service at Romsey
Service conducted by Marion Latham
14™  9.30am. Combined Communion service at Lance-
field. Service conducted by Marion Latham
21°  9.30am. Combined family service at Romsey
Service conducted by Worship Team.
28" 9.30am Combined family service at Lancefield.
Service conducted by Marion Latham.

Apology:

In last month’s Romsey Rag | mentioned the removal of
the trees on the western boundary of the church property,
| also said that fuel was stored on the property behind the
church. | have since found that this was incorrect — there
is no fuel stored on this property and my apologies are
extended to the people concerned.

J. Clampit

The Night before Christmas
(a slightly different version of the famous Christmas po-
em)

‘Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the
town, St.Joseph was searching, walking up roads and
down;

Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild, while
Joseph was seeking a place for the Child;

The census had brought them to Bethlehem town;
but there was no lodging, no room to be found.

When even the innkeeper sent them away,
Joseph was wondering, where they would stay;

He thought of the stables in the side of the hills,
Let's go there, said Mary, it's silent and still;

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow,
made pathways of light for their tired feet to go;

And there in a manger, on a cradle of hay,
Our Saviour was born on that first Christmas Day!

The Father was watching in heaven above,
He sent for his angels, his couriers of love;

More rapid than eagles God's bright angels came; Rejoic-
ing and eager as each heard their name;

“Come Angels, Come Cherubs, Come Seraphs, Come
Raphael, Come all Hosts of heaven, come Michael & Ga-
briel;

Now fly to the earth, where my poor people live,
announce the glad tiding my Son comes to give;

The Shepherds were watching their flocks on this
night, and saw in the heavens an unearthly light;

The Angels assured them, they'd nothing to fear,
It's Christmas they said, the Saviour is here!

They hastened to find him, and stood at the door,
till Mary invited them in to adore;

He was swaddled in cloths from his head to his feet,
never had the Shepherds seen a baby so sweet!

He spoke not a word, but the shepherds all knew,
He was telling them secrets and blessing them too;

Then softly they left him, The Babe in the hay,
and rejoiced with great joy on that first Christmas day;

Mary heard them exclaim as they walked down the hill
Glory to God in the Highest, Peace to all of good will!

“Happy Christmas and a safe and peaceful New Year
from all at the Romsey Uniting Church.”
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Parish Priest:
Pastoral Associate:

School Principal: Mr. Anthony Falls

St

Fr. George O’Connor
Sr. Frances Guinane

St. Mary's Parish - Lancefield & Romsey
27 Chauncey Street, Lancefield
Cnr. Main Street & Barry Road, Romsey

Presbytery: 5429 2130
Convent: 5429 1582
School: 5429 1359

Parish Website: www.users.bigpond.com/stmlancefield

ROMSEY
LANCEFIELD
PROBUS CLUB

MASS TIMES

Saturdady 7.00 p.m. Lancefield

1%, & 3" Sunday of the month:

8.00 a.m. Lancefield and 10.00 a.m. Romsey
2" 4™ & 5™ Sunday of the month:

8.00 a.m. Romsey and 10.00 a.m. Lancefield

RECONCILIATION
After weekday Mass or by arrangement.

BAPTISMS

February, April, June, August, October, December.

For more information, please phone 5429 2130.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults):

Anyone wishing to know about the Catholic faith is invited
to contact Sr. Frances, 5429 1582 or 5429 2130.

REGULAR EVENTS

SVDP Drop-In: First Thursday of each month, 10.30 a.m.
to 4.00 p.m., St. Mary’s Church Hall, Romsey. All wel-
come to come for a game of cards/chat and free lunch.
Spiritual Guidance: Last Wednesday of each month at
the Presbytery, 27 Chauncey Street, Lancefield. John
Stuart, Councillor and Guide. Tel: 5429 2130 for more
information.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Ecumenical Carols:

Date: Sunday, 3" December
Time: 7.00 p.m.

Venue: Mechanics Hall, Romsey
Reconciliation:

Date: Tuesday, 5" December
Time: 7.30 p.m.

Venue: Romsey Church

Advent Reflection Day

Moments of growth ... Moments of grace 2006 — 2007.
What did we learn? How will we move forward?

Advent is a beautiful time in the Church’s year — a time of
preparation for the Feast of Christmas. You are invited to
take some “time out” during these busy weeks to join with
us for a quiet day of prayer, reflection and sharing.

Date: Wednesday, 6" December

Time: 10.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. (approx.)

Venue: Meeting Room, St. Mary’s Presbytery
Facilitator: John Stuart

Cost: $5.00. BYO lunch to share. Tea and coffee
provided.

100 Years as a Parish

Over the last 12 months St. Mary’s has been celebrating
the last 100 years by different activities. It culminated in a
“pack to” on Sunday, 5" November last, when 300 people
celebrated with Bishop Connors of Ballarat, who grew up
in Lancefield. The following BBQ in the hall at Romsey fed
everyone and all enjoyed the day. Thanks to the Cen-
tenary Committee and to all who helped over the 12

months.

Christmas Mass Times:
Sunday, 24™ December 7.00 p.m. Lancefield
Midnight Romsey

Monday, 25" December ~ 9.00 a.m. Lancefield

Sr. Frances Guinane — Pastoral Associate

Sr. Fran has been appointed to a new ministry with her
Order which will mean leaving Lancefield/Romsey at the
end of the year to take up in Melbourne. We will all miss
her friendly and dedicated presence around the towns
over the last 14 years. We have a chance to say goodbye
on Sunday, 17" December at 11.00 a.m. at the Church
Hall in Romsey. All welcome.

ST. MARY'S PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
Drive In Movie & Fireworks - Saturday 11" November
What a fantastic night and what a positive result for our
community. The adults and the children had a great night.
The fireworks were amazing. What a great opportunity for
the children to play and have some fun together. Con-
gratulations to the Parents and Friends Committee
who organised the event. A special thanks to Jenny
Parks who was the driving force behind the night. Thanks
to all the people who helped on the night. The winners of
the raffle were: 1% Christine Brown, 2" Vinnie Doria,
3r Tracey Newnham, 4" Trish Tame, 5 J. Burns,

= 6" Wilson family, 7" Un-
sworth family, 8" Geor-
gia Linehan.

BINGO!!

Every Thursday evening
St. Mary’s Church Hall at Romsey

Doors Open EYES DOWN
7.00 p.m. 7.30 p.m.
30 games ... finishing 9.30 p.m.

$3.00 per book
No entry fee

Canteen facilities
Free tea and coffee

This will be our last News and Activity information article for
2006. and planning for 2007 has already started.

For October we had a lunch outing to the Wandong Australiana and for November we are out for the whole day in a
comfortable coach. First to visit Harcourt for the fully guided Butterfly Sanctuary, the Orchid Show and the Display Gar-
den. After lunch in the restaurant we go on another guided tour through the Buda Gardens and Homestead in Castle-
maine and will continue on to The Chocolate Factory.

In December we have the ‘End of Year Breakup Party’.

We have fortnightly Ten Pin Bowling mornings. You don't have to be good to take part as we are all very inconsistent
and the scores are not the most important thing, Having Fun Is!!!

We also have a music afternoon once a month for the music lovers. Every Friday morning we enjoy morning coffee at
the local coffee houses in Romsey and Lancefield.

Our guest speaker for September was Jean Buist (one of our members) who showed pictures of the great tours she and
her husband had in France and on a boat trip from Amsterdam to Budapest and beyond. It was a most interesting.

Probus is a fun club comprised of people who have retired, partly retired and those about to retire.
Our next club meeting is November 23rd (4™ Thursday of any month, 10.00am in St Mary’s Hall) For further information

Ring Geoff or Alice 5429 6567

Whole Farm Planning
+  Complete farm design package
+ Accredited &subsidised training
+  Agricultural consultation services
+ Backed by the Rural Finance
Corporation

Rural Fencing &Yard Building
«  Agricultural farm fencing
+ Cattle yards
+  Horse fences

0427 125917 or 54 296 999

m scanlon and barrett
B and use planning and design

Grass Slashing
+  Nojob to small or tough. 4wd Tractor
and heavy duly slasher.
Telephone Andy Scanlon

Email: scanlon.barett@bigpond.com ; :

Bullengarook Landcare Group

Dear group members, landcarers, councillors, local
newsletters, and staff working on environment-
related issues in Macedon Ranges Shire

Rob Gell has advised Bullengarook Landcare Group that due to a com-
mitment to speak overseas, he was not able to speak in Bullengarook on
November 10th on the "Implications of Climate Change". Bullengarook
Landcare Group are in the process of re-scheduling this talk, hopefully
for early in 2007, and will notify everyone once a new date is finalised.

The Landcare Group apologises for this change and hopes that it does
not cause too much inconvenience.

regards

John Robinson

Werribee and Maribyrnong Landcare Co-ordinator Port Phillip and West-
ernport Catchment Management Authority.

FREEMASONRY
MACEDON RANGES LODGE

MEETS AT THE ROMSEY MASONIC CENTRE,
MAIN STREET
1ST THURSDAY EVERY MONTH.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
RON JACKSON — 5429 6354
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THINKING OF SELLING?

Residential and Rural Properties of all shapes

Romsey Golf Club Ladies

presents

and sizes are needed right now!

We have buyers currently looking to purchase
in our area and we need more properties to sell.
For a free no-obligation appraisal of your

John Smith property call us now! Mel Leece-Roberts
0408 704 082 0409 537 235

Breakfast with
Santa

i OSN‘AI-I,)'”.
) EST. 108 &
Your agent for REAT BSTATE SERVICE &
R;ﬂ’; i{jrf:f,f;ﬁ;’d ot e— PROFESSIONALISM
districts. www.connallys.com.au IS OUR MOTTO.

ROMSEY 5429 6842

Thank You Wendy

Romsey Post Office identity Wendy is leaving us around Christmas time due to family commitments, although we sus-
pect it's so she can have more holidays! We would like to wish Wendy all the best for the future, and thank her for all
the excellent service and sometimes acerbic humour we have enjoyed over the past few years. We also wish Alan’s

wife Margaret well as she serves her “apprenticeship” to fill Wendy’s shoes in the Romsey Post office. - -[)E’Lti:-“ QLH'IC'[E’LV l'.r_rtl'l '[)E. C ernber
N Yor ; A a

CARING : - q " _}

FRIENDLY o Ly s . : 20);

HELPFUL _ D 3 ) Time: 8.30am

FUN A

Before & After School Care a | $5.00 per child
Kidzone Before & After School Care Program : -'
Government Approved & CCB Available

Worry free Childcare by Experienced & Caring Staff

. Nutritious Breakfast & Afternoon Snack Supplied
. Indoor & Outdoor Activities
. Sports Introduced & Sponsored by the Sport Commission of Australia

When:  5Days aWeek 6:30am— 9:00am
3:30pm — 6:30pm
Where: 7 Mitchell Court Romsey
(Access through gate at rear of Primary
School)

For further information & Registration Forms

Contact Program Coordinator:  Elsie Parkinson Ph. (03) 5429 6327 Mob. 0422
860 486

CEREAL

Every child receives breakfast, a drink and a lolly bag.

Please RSVI by the 12th December 2006 to Hilda on 54296538
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ROMSEY & LANCEFIELD DISTRICT Sxomsey & wtancetiets mistricts mistorical Society sne.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY A AN

P.O. Box 3434 or

Research Enquiries to: P.O. Box 101 Lancefield 3435

A THOUGHT FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Our October guest speaker Joy Barton spoke passionately about the need for everyone to write down their memories.
After all, we are “living history” and our stories will be lost forever if we do not pass them on. So grab an exercise book
or give a journal for Christmas and use the coming holidays to record some personal or family memories—before they
are lost forever. (Or you may use a computer, and—who knows—it may lead to desk-top publishing!)

ROMSEYB HISTORY BOOK

There are still a few copies left of this excellent hard-cover book, and they will be on sale at the Romsey market, or di-
rect from secretary Jean Clement (phone 5429 6522) for just $25, which is half price. What a wonderful Christmas pre-
sent for anyone interested in the history of the district.

Season’s greetings and best wishes for the holidays.
Jean Clement
Hon. Secretary

Irish Sport Horse Stallion,

at stud in Lancefield
First season at public stud

Icarus Frosty ISH
15.2hh, 5 year old, chestnut stallion.
Exceptional temperament, conformation & movement
Bred from Irish showjumping & eventing lines

Service fee $750 + gst. Live cover & chilled semen avail.
Young Irish Sport horses occasionally available for sale.
Contact Miesja Reynolds 5429 1277.
For more information, photos, bloodlines etc see website

www.icarusparkstud.com.au

A THOUGHT-PROVOKING PERSPCTIVE ON OUR
GLOBAL VILLAGE

If we could shrink the earth’s population to a village of
precisely 100 people, with all the existing human ratios
remaining the same, it would look something like this:
There would be:

57 Asians

21 Europeans

14 from the western hemisphere, both north and south
8 Africans

Of these:
52 would be female, 48 would be male.

70 would be non-white, 30 would be white.
70 would be non-Christian, 30 would be Christian.
89 would be heterosexual, 11 would be homosexual.

6 people would possess 59% of the entire world’s wealth
and nearly all would be from the United States.

80 would live in substandard housing.

70 would be unable to read.

50 would suffer from malnutrition.

1 would be near death, 1 would be near birth.

1 would have a collage education, 1 would own a comput-
er.

When one considers our world from such a compressed
perspective, the need for acceptance, understanding and
education becomes glaringly apparent.

The following is also something to ponder:

If you woke up this morning with more health than ill-
ness—you are more blessed than the million who will not
survive this week.

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the
loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture or the
pangs of starvation— you are ahead of 500 million people
in the world.

If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harass-
ment, arrest, torture or death—you are more blessed than
3 billion people in the world.

If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back,
a roof overhead and a place to sleep—you are richer than
75% of the people in this world.

If you have money in your bank, in your wallet and spare
change in a dish some place—you are among the top 8%
of the world’s wealthy.

If your parents are still alive and still married to each oth-
er—you are very rare, even in the United States and Can-
ada.

If you can read this you are doubly blessed that someone
passed it on to you, and furthermore you are more
blessed than over 2 billion people in the world who cannot
read at all.

Work like you don’t need the money
Love like you've never been hurt
Dance like nobody’s watching

Sing like nobody’s listening

Live like it's heaven on Earth

(Name and address supplied.)

C.G SHED CONSTRUCTIONS

WE BUILD SHEDS, GARAGES AND CARPORTS AND
HORSE SHELTERS

o SITE LEVELLING

J ALL WORK GUARANTEED

J GENERAL WELDING

o FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE

PH:CHRIS GAUNT 03 54296738/0438290005

OR
ANDREW CLEMENT 0409 021 722

Central Ranges

Refrigeration & Air-Conditioning
ABN 97 656 694 040

Split Systems (Heating / Cooling)

All Commercial Refrigeration
Fully Licensed

- Service
Graeme 0418 337 852

- Design - Installation
Clint Watkins 0417 556374

ROBERT
DUDDERIDGE
MAINTENANCE

Building/Carpentry/Painting

» Extensions, Decks & Pergolas

* Period Gates & Fences

* Garden Services & Water Features
* General Handyman Duties

0412 266 232

SHANE’'S FIREWOOD

REDGUM
$100 PER METRE
DELIVERED TO ROMSEY &
SURROUNDING AREAS

PHONE: 5429 5554
MOBILE:0412 108 525

Simon McDougall

Territory Manager
Elgas Limited

16 Dryden Court
Woodend VIC 3442
Tel: 03 5427 2001
Fax: 03 5427 2302
General Enquiries:

Uit nsin wih i '

www.elgas.com.au
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